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The Honorable Janet Napolitano The Honorable John Bryson
Secretary Secretary
U.S. Department of Homeland Security U.S. Department of Commerce
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Dear Secretary Napolitano and Secretary Bryson:

I write to commend you for your work in crafting the U.S.-Canada Beyond the Border
Action Plan. Commerce with our northern neighbors is of critical importance to the Western
New York economy, and I applaud your commitment to eliminating burdensome regulations and
duplicative procedures that impede cross-border travel and trade. I also commend the planned
U.S.-Canadian investments in the Peace Bridge, Rainbow Bridge and Lewiston-Queenston
Bridge, all of which are critical to our region. On average, over one million dollars in goods
cross the Northern Border every minute, and even marginal improvements to facilities and
operations at the border will result in great economic benefits for communities like ours.

As you move forward with the action items detailed in this plan, I urge you to include
Western New York businesses in any and all pilot programs exploring the preclearance of
commercial shipments to Canada. I have heard from employers in my community who are eager
to contribute to this effort, and request guidance for how exporters in my district would go about
participating in such pilots. [ also request that you please provide time frames for these pilot
programs and the bridge improvements referenced in this letter.

Thank you for your consideration. As the American people continue to struggle with
economic hardship and increased competition abroad, our government must partner with the
private sector to identify commonsense reforms to strengthen our economy and improve services
to taxpayers. You will find many willing partners in my home of Western New York, whose
people depend so much on your success.

Sincerely,

K att S €. Hoehf

Kathleen C. Hochul
Member of Congress
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